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Public Safety Communications Advisory Commission (PSCC) 
Summary of Minutes - Regular Public Meeting 

Tuesday, April 21, 2010 

DRAFT DATED April 22, 2010 – Not Yet Approved by the Commission 
 

PSCC Voting Members Present 
• Chad Kirkpatrick, State CIO & Director, Government Information Technology Agency (Chairman) 
• Joe Anderson, Assistant Chief, Bullhead City Fire Department 
• Michael Brashier, Communications Manager, City of Casa Grande (Arrived 1:04 PM) 
• Steven Campbell, Lt. Colonel, AZ Department of Public Safety  
• Jan Hauk, Past President, Arizona Fire District Association Representative 
• Tracy Montgomery, Assistant Chief, Phoenix Police Department 
• William Pribil, Sheriff, Coconino County 
• Patrick Quinn, Deputy Chief, Tucson Fire Department 
• Kathleen Robinson, Assistant Chief, Tucson Police Department 
• Dan Wills  

 
PSCC Voting Members Absent 

• Amy Brooks, Captain, Apache Junction Fire Department 
• Pablo Duarte 
• Gilbert Orrantia, Director, Arizona Department of Homeland Security 
• Dewayne Woodie, Fire Chief, Ganado Fire District/EMS 

• Mike Worrell, Captain, Phoenix Fire Department 

 
Government Information Technology Agency (GITA) & GITA, Public Safety Interoperable 
Communications (GITA-PSIC) Office Attendees: 

• Lisa Meyerson, Arizona Statewide Interoperability Coordinator & Manager, Public Safety  
Interoperable Communications (PSIC) Office  

• Michael Todd, PSIC Regional Interoperability Manager, GITA-PSIC 
• Justin Turner, PSIC Operations Manager, GITA-PSIC 
• Andy Clark, Project Manager & PSIC Outreach, GITA-PSIC 
• Emilie Sundie, Project Manager, GITA-PSIC 

 
Additional Meeting Presenters 

• Greg Wilkinson, City Manager, Yuma  
• Mark Venuti, Guardian Medical Transport 
• Kevin Rogers, Manager, Wireless Systems Bureau, Department of Public Safety  
• Bill Phillips, City of Phoenix  
• Jesse  Cooper, City of Phoenix  
• Lt. David C. Azuelo, Commander, Tucson Police Department 

 
40 Interested parties and members of the public were also present. 
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Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order at 1:01 PM by Chairman Chad Kirkpatrick, Director of the Government 
Information Technology Agency. Chairman Kirkpatrick thanked Commissioners for attending. Roll call was 
taken by Mr. Justin Turner, PSIC Operations Manager, as noted above and a quorum of the PSCC was 
declared present. 
 
Approval of Minutes – February 16, 2010 Meeting 
Action Item 
Chairman Kirkpatrick asked for comments on the February 16, 2010 meeting minutes. Hearing no 
comments, the Chairman asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner William Pribil made a 
motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Joe Anderson. The motion was 
unanimously carried and the minutes were approved.  
 
Regional Update: Yuma Regional Wireless Communications System 
Presenter: Greg Wilkinson, City Manager, Yuma 
Information Item 
Greg Wilkinson, Yuma City Manager, briefed the Commission on the Yuma Regional Wireless 
Communications System (YRCS). Mr. Wilkinson provided a technical overview of YRCS, identified many 
of the current participants, and discussed future opportunities for expansion of the system. Mr. Wilkinson 
also discussed current linkages between the YRCS and the Arizona Department of Public Safety. 
 
Enhancing State Agency Public Safety Interoperability (SCIP Initiative #9) 
Presenter: Kevin Rogers, Manager, Wireless Systems Bureau, Department of Public Safety 
Information Item 
Mr. Kevin Rodgers briefed the Commission on the efforts to enhance State agency public safety 
interoperability. Mr. Rodgers discussed current funding and project limitations, as well as provided an 
overview on the direction of the project. The project seeks to:  

- Leverage the use of an existing systems; 
- Expand interoperability and operability; 
- Build upon previous work/projects; 
- Provide the most coverage over large population area; and  
- Meet the FCC’s first construction deadline. 

In particular, Mr. Rodgers discussed efforts between DPS and YRCS to make high level interoperability 
connections between their two systems utilizing the statewide microwave network.  
 
Statewide Interoperability Executive Committee (SIEC) Update 
Presenter: Mark Venuti, SIEC Co-Chair  
Information Item 
Mark Venuti briefed the commission on the recent activities of the Statewide Interoperability Executive 
Committee (SIEC). Projects discussed included approval of various interoperability related requests, 
development of Communications Unit Leader (COML) recommendations, and development of a 700 MHz 
Spectrum Management Plan. The SIEC intends to approve a process for recognizing Communications Unit 
Leaders (COML) on May 18th and if approved, bring to the PSCC for approval on July 20th. 
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Regional Update: Regional Wireless Cooperative (RWC) 
Presenters: Bill Phillips, City of Phoenix  

      Jesse Cooper, City of Phoenix 
Information Item 
Mr. Bill Phillips and Jesse Cooper with the City of Phoenix briefed the Commission on the Regional 
Wireless Cooperative (RWC). The presentation included a brief history of the RWC, a technical overview of 
the system, current participating agencies, and a discussion of various RWC projects. In addition, the 
Commission was presented with a review of the recent NECP Goal 1 assessment of the Phoenix Urban Area 
Security Initiative (UASI). The UASI assessment demonstrated the system’s capacity to handle significant 
voice traffic and provide the necessary coverage during the 2010 NASCAR Subway Fresh Fit 600 at Phoenix 
International Raceway.  
 
UASI NECP Goal 1 Observation 
Presenter: Lieutenant David C. Azuelo, Commander, Tucson Police Department 
Information Item 
Lt. David Azuelo briefed the Commission on the recent NECP Goal 1 assessment of the Tucson Urban Area 
Security Initiative (UASI). Lt. Azuelo discussed the preparations leading up to the assessment of the Tucson 
UASI at the Davis-Monthan Air Force Base Aerospace Day 2010, including the numerous jurisdictions, 
agencies, and disciplines that participated in the event. Lt. Azuelo also educated the commission on lessons 
learned during the assessment. The event highlighted several successes associated with response-level 
emergency communications in the Tucson UASI. 
 
PSIC Office: Status Updates – Multiple Projects 
Presenter: Lisa Dee Meyerson, Statewide Interoperability Coordinator & Manager, Public Safety 
Interoperable Communications Office (PSIC), GITA 
Information & Discussion Items 
Ms. Lisa Meyerson briefed the Commission on recent activities of the Public Safety Interoperable 
Communications (PSIC) Office at GITA. Topics from her presentation included: 

1. April 13 (SCIP Implementation) Outreach Workshop 
2. April 13 NECP Goal 2 Planning Meeting / DRAFT NECP Goal 2 Approach 
3. Response to JLBC inquiry regarding use of RICO funds  
4. BID-P Grant Program 
5. Update on 2010 Technical Assistance Grants 
6. AIRS Training Project 
7. National & Regional Meetings 

Ms. Meyerson also previewed the subjects to be discussed at the next PSCC meeting.  
 

Comments from the Public  
No comments were received from the public. 
 
Adjournment 
Chairman Kirkpatrick called for a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Patrick Quinn motioned to adjourn the 
meeting, which was seconded by Commissioner Steven Campbell and unanimously carried. The meeting 
adjourned at 2:47 PM. 
_____________________________  
Pursuant to A.R.S. 38-341-01(B), minutes of the Public Safety Communications Advisory Commission are 
recorded by tape recorder. Taped minutes are maintained in the office of the Government Information 
Technology Agency. Public access and review of PSCC minutes are available by appointment Monday 
through Friday during normal business hours. Please contact the PSIC office at 602-364-4498 to arrange for 
an audio of the tape-recorded proceedings. 
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